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The cost of well-located land is a 
significant barrier to affordable 
housing production (Yates and Milligan 
2007; Hulse et al. 2010; Rowley et al. 2014) 
The National Affordable Housing 
Agreement (NAHA) requires 
signatories identify surplus 
government land  
(Council of Australian Governments 2012) 
The ACT government’s Affordable 
Housing Strategy offers incentives 
to NFPs to redevelop their sites to 
include affordable housing (ACT 
Government. 2012).  
NFP sector spent over $5 billion on 
property in FY13, and disposed of 
over $1.8 billion (ABS).  
RESEARCH GAP:   
a) Data on NFP land inventory 
b) The propensity of NFP’s to repurpose land for 
affordable housing? 
Research Background and Purpose 
Research Question: What data sources are available from which to 
prepare an inventory of NFP land assets?  
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Core Logic (RPData) 
Council Records 
State Government Records 
State Cadastre 
Methodology  
Identify secondary data sources for Brisbane City Council  
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Findings 
Core Logic – Commercial Database 
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Findings 
- Limited search codes 
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Findings 
Council Records – Rates Exemption 
22,000 properties in BCC meet 
exemption test: 
1. Publicly owned 
2. Charity (50% exemption) 
3. Education 
• Years 1-12 only 
4. Religious 
• Nil for commercial use 
• Pre 1992 scheme for Nursing 
Homes 
 
• Database of 247 NFP received 
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Office of State Revenue 
•  3 separate Acts govern exemptions 
•  Use of the land must be for an exempt purpose 
• Exemptions are not limited to NFP organisations and 
there are no delineating data fields 
• Politely declined to assist further under “Privacy” 
reasons 
 
Findings 
State Records – Land Tax exemption 
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State Cadastre 
State Government GIS Data 
• Match with land use data to create spacial 
representation of land inventory 
• Real property description used to match data bases 
• BUT … Cadastre only indicates a dot per lot, not a 
polygon of the lot area. 
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• Creation of an inventory of NFP land holdings is 
not a simple task 
• Requires further research 
 
FURTHER RESEARCH 
• Download ownership details from PriceFinder and 
use combination of Owner Name and Land Use to 
manually create a sample 
• Attempt in other jurisdictions 
• Identify owner group/s to work with as case 
studies  
Conclusions 
